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...do we prune?

 Pruning safety, tools, & strategy

 Agenda
Why, What, & When

Common Hydrangeas & Roses- how 
to ID and how to maintain

  Live Demonstration

Getting Specific
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HEALTH
Removal of dead, decaying, or 
diseased stems of plants prevents 
further decay and allows healthier 
stems to thrive

CLEARANCE/SAFETY
Reduces hazardous branches/stems 
that interfere or have the potential to 

interfere with structures/potential 
targets

APPEARANCE
Achieves the desirable look 
that aligns with the gardener’s 
aesthetic goals

STRUCTURE
Ensures healthy form; plant 

height can be 
reduced/maintained 

FLOWER/FRUIT 
PRODUCTION
Reduces or promotes the amount 
of flower/fruit production in a 
season

LIGHT CONTROL
Increases the amount of sunlight 

that penetrates a particular 
area/plant 

Why do we prune?
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SHRUBS(Holly, Osmanthus, Privet, Butterfly 
Bush, Spirea, Rhododendron, 
Boxwood, Hydrangea etc.)

(Oak, Maple, Pine, Spruce, 
Linden, Cherry etc.)

TREES

(Russian Sage, Salvia, Roses, Clethra, 
Begonia, Daylily etc.)

HERBACEOUS 
PLANTS

(Rushgrass, Switchgrass, Beachgrass, 
Lovegrass, Fountaingrass Bluestem etc.) 

GRASSES

What can we 
prune?

The short answer is… anything that grows!
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 When
 do we prune?



  

The short answer is… 
anytime!

While timing can certainly be instrumental in pruning, we can often achieve the results we 
want at anytime if we are following proper pruning guidelines



—ISA Arborist’s Certification Guide

“Most routine pruning and removal of 
weak, diseased, undesirable, or dead 
limbs [stems] can be accomplished at 
any time with little negative effect on 
the plant.”



  

do we prune?

How





Text from Cass Turnbull’s Guide To Pruning, 2004



Text from Cass Turnbull’s Guide To Pruning, 2004





Common 
Hydrangeas

in Northeast landscapes
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Pruning 
Hydrangeas

Less is more

Text from Cass Turnbull’s Guide To Pruning, 2004



Pruning 
Hydrangeas

Cont’d

Text from Cass Turnbull’s Guide To Pruning, 2004IMAGE: https://www.thespruce.com/when-to-prune-hydrangeas-1403320
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Common & Popular 
Roses 

in
Northeast 
landscapes

“Known for stocky, rigid 
shrubbery, and often used in 
landscaping in public parks and 
spaces.”

“Grandiflora roses have large, showy flowers that are 
produced on long stems, either singly or in clusters of 
three to five blooms. Their shrubs are generally larger 
and more upright than Hybrid Teas.”

“Have stiff, upright canes that can be manually trained 
along a support. produce more flowers when grown 
horizontally rather than vertically.”

“Known for their long, upright stems, which make 
them an extremely popular cut flower.”

“Perpetual roses became the most popular rose in the 
world among gardeners and florists in the nineteenth 
century. They are known for their lovely scent and 
ability to repeat bloom.”

https://www.ftd.com/blog/share/types-of-roses


Pruning 
Roses

Less is...possibly not enough

Text & Images  from Cass Turnbull’s Guide To Pruning, 2004



Image from Rayford Clayton Reddell’s The Rose Bible, 1994



Image from Rayford Clayton Reddell’s The Rose Bible, 1994





You could use three columns, why not?

Comments/Questions?



Thanks!

To Contact Jackson Dodds & Company Inc. :

info@jacksondoddsinc.com
(631)-604-5693
https://jacksondoddsinc.com/ 
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