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The Horticultural Alliance of the Hamptons
P.O. Box 202, Bridgehampton, NY 11932-0202

HAH ANNUAL SUMMER PARTY

631.537.2223

hahgarden.org

at the Bridgehampton Community House

(for HAH members only)

SUNDAY, AUGUST 26 at 1:00 pm
at the home of Michael Longacre, 18 Glenwood Lane, Sagaponack
Please bring sweet or savory dishes that can be eaten as finger-food. Wine, lemonade and water will
also be served. As always, please keep in mind that no refrigeration can be provided and please
complete preparation and assembly at home.

The HAH tour on July 14th to LongHouse Reserve and the Macklowe home and garden was full of wonders!!

SAVE THE DATE - SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 2018
THE HAH ANNUAL KARISH SEMINAR
The Coastal Landscapes of Oehme van Sweden and Associates
Eric D. Groft, Principal and Vice President
Lecture, Garden Tour, Plant Sale and Reception - Full details in this Newsletter Insert

✍

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

✍

Throughout our garden there are reminders of friends from HAH: The hyper tufa pots we made with
Bettina and Marie, plants purchased at our plant sales that were donated by members, the gifts of plants
given to us by HAH friends, the succulents on the back patio, our over grown perennial garden that is going
to be redesigned thanks to Jean Coakley’s workshop advice, the trellis we made with John Benson, the
containers and tools purchased at the fall yard sale, the two Clerodendrum that I have promised to John
Taylor but have yet to deliver. When I walk around our garden in the early morning, the answers to all of
the questions I have asked my fellow HAH gardeners linger in my head. I am so grateful to be part of this
community.
I hope to see everyone on Sunday, August 26th at 1pm for the HAH summer party at a beautiful oasis of a
garden in Sagaponack. Look at our e-mail blasts, newsletter and website for garden tours, workshops and
other fun activities!
I’ll see you in the garden,
Janet

HAH Library Footnotes1 August 2018

Susan Kennedy Zeller

Summertime Library hours: We are planning to remain open most Tuesdays and Saturdays from 10 AM to
noon. But it is possible that no one can cover sometimes (YES WE STILL COULD USE SOME HELP WITH
LIBRARY COVERAGE). So if you are making a special trip and want to call to make certain we are available,
give us a ring before coming 631-537-0202. Or email SKZeller@aol.com and put HAH library in the heading
and I can assist.
Gasp…the HAH library is NOT just for researching what to do for a plant or a “how to” book, or travel gardens
and directories! Yes these are all important and we make them available,, but our earth’s plant world is so much
more. It can be biographies, the histories behind the gardens, the science of plants we love, memories by
explorers and fellow gardeners of their discoveries, fiction and non-fiction that involve our earth…and more!
Don’t neglect to use the fabulous HAH library for just sheer enjoyment reading!
DO keep in mind that later in the fall we start our Book Report series where member reviewers critique a book
of their own choosing. It is a unique format whereby we do not ask each attendee to have read the same volume
but instead, 4-5 presenters give us an evaluation, pro and con, of their choice! A great way to make a discovery
about an author, garden, plant, philosophy, explorer…even fiction is acceptable that encompasses our plant
world …the list goes on and on. Watch our newsletter for when they start and do come to listen and/or
contribute a book memory of your own! Summertime is an excellent time to read these volumes whilst you sip
your favorite rose or cider knowing your garden is smiling at you. Today whilst I was reading the one I shall
review (a surprise for later) a robin came beside me and sang his song at my plant containers full of colorful
coleuses. Sheer heaven!
Once a year we purchase new books for the library and although we have a committee that suggests titles I am
inviting ALL MEMBERS to tell us about some book that impressed you and feel we should offer to everyone! Feel
free to drop off a suggestion in the library or email me SKZeller@aol.com. Just put HAH book in your subject
line.
YARD SALE: due to other HAH exciting programing we are shifting the Yard and Book sale to October 20th. We
can accept books anytime you wish to bring them over. Please hold off on other gardening paraphernalia such
as beautiful, clean pots, tools, plant seeds, bulb divisions, etc. until later. We will notify you via your HAH
newsletter and blast emails when we can accept these!
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MUSINGS & RAMBLINGS

George Biercuk

If gardens and gardeners have a “sweet zone” then June provided it for us. The cool temps, ample rainfall
spaced just right, low humidity nonetheless, long daylight hours and strong solar light resulted in exuberant
growth. Then came July with an overnight heat and humidity spike that withered flora and fauna alike. Even
though our garden is bright shade which helps the ground retain moisture and our flora hydrated, when the shafts
of sunlight hit the foliage looked stressed, especially the hydrangeas which slowly perked up as the shade again
embraced them. The plants that were blooming later than usual due to “May-in-June” peaked quickly, the
duration of their overall floral displays greatly shortened. Oddly the first common orange daylily to bloom in the
roadside throwaway rescue garden was on June 20th.
Because of plants spreading due to March’s heavy wet snowfalls and exuberant current season growth, I
had to wield pruning shears with a heavy hand. Up until now, due to specific plant selections for mature sizes and
adequate up-front spacing, pruning was mainly nip and tuck. This was going to be on a much more intense level. I
had to remove the emotional aspect (there’s deep meaning attached to many plants in this garden) and zone into a
purely analytical mind frame. I walked the garden several times, knew what had to be done and just did it. I relied
on my mental map and allowed for no second guessing. I’m more than pleased with the results. No meatballed
plants here though a few variegated boxwoods are given a light shearing to maintain them as focal points.
The blooming schizophragma were magnificent, absolutely magnificent. They flowered so heavily that there
was hardly any foliage visible. The downside was that the gazillions of flowers (they’re lacecap-like) carpeted
everything beneath them like a summer snowstorm, especially the pool, making for lots of cleaning. The feeling
that one is swimming in a hidden woodland pond has been worth it though. We know that the stage was set for this
outlandish display last year, nonetheless did they put in something extra, somehow sensing their impending fate,
joining their comrade who began dying last year and was released to plant heaven this past winter? The garden
area that was underlain with their comrade’s voracious moisture sucking root system is responding with
invigorated growth. The plant has many good attributes (gorgeous fragrant flowers, pewter hued foliage, nonstrangling vining habit, golden yellow autumn color) that makes this a tough but necessary decision to be executed
in early winter after the leaves have been shed.
The two once glorious clerodendrum trichotomum that were spared cut down this spring due to possible
bird nesting have again amazed us with a crown of foliage. One is deeply split vertically with an extrusion
resembling foam insulation all along the fissure. The other is solid beneath where it was cut back. The offspring
planted in the area are growing but at a slower rate than others elsewhere in the garden. The leaf curling that
signaled the onset of the demise of other clerodendrums in the past seems to have abated.
The cool, wet June weather delayed our caladium planting until the latter part of the month. An unexpected
downpour soon after planting (they’re not supposed to be watered until they begin sprouting) caused us great
worry that they would rot. The tropical heat, we hoped would spur growth but by early July there was meager
emergence. We were seeing some bumps so we should enjoy their spectacular floral display since there were
caladium sprouting in the overwintered fuchsias (we reuse the soil from the caladium pots at the end of the season).
So much for overwintering the corms bone dry.
The super Angelonia, thus far in early July, are living up to their promise. When we received them in early
May they were well branched and showing flowers. Allowing for the cold May and June the plants were about
twenty-four inches tall in early July. The first flowers were still on the plant and the flower stems were still
elongating, with multiple lower branching. I’m anxious to see if they will reach their purported height of 30” to
40”. The individual flowers stand apart and are just shy of an inch across. The white flowers are brilliantly white.
The pink, though, is more of a lavender, definitely not bright pink. The blue were unavailable so I can’t comment
on their color. Based on how they have performed so far, this cultivar deserves to be incorporated in gardens and
pots. Thus far they haven’t put on much girth, though the newly emerging basal stems hold promise. Given the
challenging weather conditions for a tropical plant until early July this plant looks to be a trooper.
The voles. Need I write more? A short very hard freeze, very limited winter kill, a twenty one day period
from birth to reproductive maturity, limited predators. Do the math and weep. A few years ago I transplanted a
section of hosta across a path. The vermin attacked it. Replanted and coddled
it thrived. Enjoying the resulting exuberant growth I felt impending
heartbreak. One day there was the hosta tipped over, roots virtually gone,
some leaves prone on the ground. Their natural predators are mostly gone and
like the deer we have provided them with a smorgasbord on which to dine. The
plant was replanted and will hopefully reroot. The travails of gardening in the
Hamptons.
It’s time to start planning autumn projects.

3

HAH 2018 SUNDAY MONTHLY LECTURES - 2 PM - BH Community House
All lectures are free to members, $10 for not-yet-members.
Memberships start at $45. Please join us!
There are no lectures in July & August
September 9 – Lynden Miller – The Designer’s Eye
October 14 – Anne Haines - Fragrant Plants

November 11 – Jane Garmey – A Sense of Place –
An inside Look at a Wide Variety of Private Gardens in
Connecticut & the Hudson Valley
December 9 – Donald W. Hyatt – Chasing the Bloom in the
Southern Appalachians

MORE EAST END GARDEN EVENTS

August 2018

Sunday, August 5, 12:00 noon - Watermill Center Tour of Buildings and Grounds, 39 Water Mill Towd Road, Water Mill, NY
11976. Free for Southampton Historical Society members, $10 non-members. Registration is required and space is limited to
20 people. To register: (631) 283-2494 or lcollins@southamptonhistory.org info: southamptonhistory.org/walking-tours
ALL Peconic Land Trust Events below including those at Bridge Gardens: To register: (631) 283-3195 or email
events@peconiclandtrust.org. More info: peconiclandtrust.org
Tuesday, August 7, 10:00 am to 11:30 am - Bees and the Beekeeper with Mary Woltz. Quail Hill Farm, Deep Lane,
Amagansett. Free for Quail Hill Farm members and children under 16, $5 for non-members. Rain cancels.
Friday, August 10, 10:00 am to 11:30 am - Edible Flowers in Your Garden and At Your Table, North Fork Flower Farm, 1110
Terry Lane, Orient, NY 11957. Tastings and light refreshments provided. $10/person, space is limited, reservations required.
Rain date, Saturday, August 11, 2:00 pm.
Events at Bridge Gardens, 36 Mitchell Lane, Bridgehampton, NY 11932.
Tuesdays, August 7, 14, 21 & 28, 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm - Paul Wagner Lawn Care Advice. FREE.
Saturday, August 11, 10:00 am to 11:30 am - Making the Most of Culinary Herbs. $5 for BG members, $10 non-members.
Prepaid reservations required.
Marders Garden Lecture Series. All lectures start at 10:00 am Sunday. FREE. 120 Snake Hollow Road, Bridgehampton, NY
11932. More info: marders.com August 5: Caring for Cactus and Succulents
August 12: How to Live Organically
August 19: Cooking From the Garden
August 26: Vole, Vole Go Away!
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