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2015 Karish Seminar: The Evolution of a Garden 

An afternoon at LANDCRAFT ENVIRONMENTS with its creators, 

Dennis Schrader and Bill Smith 

Mattituck, NY 

Saturday, August 29, 2015 

2:00 - 5:30 pm 
  

We have planned an unusual program for this year’s Karish Seminar:  a “study 
tour” of a remarkable garden owned by two of the East End’s most accomplished 
plantsmen.  Dennis Schrader and Bill Smith are the owners of Landcraft Environments, 
a wholesale nursery established in 1992 that has introduced a large number of tropicals 
and tender perennials to gardeners in our region. They are constantly growing and 
evaluating new cultivars from all over the world and adding them to their listing. We are 
happy to say that HAH was a very early customer of theirs, back in the day when they 
were operating out of a handful of hoop houses in a field. Dennis has since co-authored 
two of the definitive books on tropical plants, Hot Plants for Cool Climates and 
Extraordinary Leaves. 

In addition to sourcing and propagating unusual plants, Dennis and Bill have 
created an outstanding four acre garden consisting of many garden rooms, perennial 
borders, annual borders, meadow gardens, a woodland garden, Roundels, a Tiki Hut, 
container displays,  a Banana grove, rock garden, stone terraces, a rill garden, and a 
green roof over a new ‘ruin area’ with surrounding plantings. They have used many of 
the plants they’ve propagated and sourced for customers as well as rare trees, shrubs 
and perennials in their gardens.  

At the end of August, many of our personal gardens are running out of steam, but 
their garden is peaking.  We have a unique opportunity to understand the evolution of 
the garden by touring with Dennis and Bill and learning from the owners / designers 
themselves.  This will give us the chance to discuss their design choices, including 
roads not taken, and to understand their vision for the evolution of the garden.  
Instructive boards will be included at several sites, showing the “before” view of the 
space.  They will be prepared to provide some “teaching points” about the design 
process.  As they guide us through the gardens, they’ll also tell us about their favorite 
plants with information about culture, performance, winter interest, and much more. 

We originally asked Dennis to talk to us about his top 10 plants – “Impossible, I 
love them all and can tell you about why we used them and how to care for them.”  
Many new plants are used in the garden each year and it will be interesting to learn 
more about how to use them in a garden bed as well as in containers.  They’ll also 
share their personal collection of plants –orchids, begonias and many tropical plants 
that are housed in a special area of the greenhouse. Many of these plants are out 
summering in the garden but we’ll see others in the Collection House. 
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After the formal program, we can wander back to areas of the garden where we 

want to spend more time and enjoy a reception on the west terrace where we’ll drink 
North Fork wines with accompanying nibbles. 

We’ll use the proceeds from the Karish Seminar to fund our scholarship program 
and other educational efforts that benefit the broader community.  We continue to build 
on the bequest that early HAH member Paul Karish left us to further our goals in 
education. 

  

Karish Seminar 

Date: Saturday, August 29 – Rain or Shine 

Time:   Guided tour begins at 2:00 p.m.,  

            Wine and light refreshments Reception at 4:00 p.m.,  

            Departure by 5:30 p.m. 

Place: Gardens of Dennis Schrader  

            and Bill Smith 

            Landcraft Environments 

            1200 East Mill Road, Mattituck, NY 

Price: $125 per person !
Registration Form: !
Yes, sign me up for the August 29th Karish Seminar with Dennis Schrader and Bill Smith !
Name(s):____________________________________________________________________ !
Email: _______________________________________________________________________ !
Phone: ______________________________________________________________________ !
Cost $125 payable to HAH:  Number in Party___________ Amount Enclosed: ______________ !
Send to:  HAH, P. O. Box 202, Bridgehampton, NY 11932.  Attention:  Karish Seminar 

Call us at 631.537.2223 for questions.  Visit our website at www.hahgarden.org for information 
on all HAH events.

http://www.hahgarden.org

